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Town of Farmington 
Regular Town Council Meeting 

April 20th, 2015 
Farmington Community Center 

6:00 PM – 7:50 PM 

 
 
Roll Call:  
Mayor Pro-Tem David Baker, Council Members: Joel Abbott, Diana Lowley, and Billie Wolff, Noreen Ewing was absent due to illness.  
 
 
 
Visitors:  
Katherine Barnes Pawson, Rose Brooks, Lydia Brooks, George Martzall, Jerry Wagner, Kirby Kiehle, Max Mohan, John Ewing, 
Todd Lobdell and Mark Hellinger. 
 
 
 
Open Regular Council Meeting:    
Farmington’s Regular Town Council Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM. 

 
 
 
Approval of the March 16th, 2015 Regular Town Council Meeting Minutes: 
Diana Lowley moved for approval of the March 16th, 2015 Regular Council Meeting minutes.  Billie Wolff seconded the motion, the 
motion passed. 
 
 
 
Unfinished Business:  

 Proposed Uses for the Farmington Festival Donation of $7,752.90: 
This issue was tabled until the May 18

th
 Town Council Meeting when the Council will know the outcome of the AWC Safety 

Grant Awards and can better plan for the use of this donation. 
 
 

 AWC Safety Grants – Awards will be announced April 30, 2015: 
The Council was advised that the AWC Safety Grants will be awarded on or about April 30

th
, 2015. 

 
 

Approval of Claims & Payroll:  
Diana Lowley moved for approval of the March 17th, 2015 through April 20th, 2015 claims of $6,208.30  
& payroll of $3,959.50 totaling $10,167.80.  Joel Abbott seconded the motion, the motion passed.  
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Approval of Treasurer’s Report: 
Joel Abbott moved for approval of the March 2015 Treasurers Report showing Farmington with a $167,293.14 cash balance.    
$77,800.62 in checking and $89,492.52 in the MMDA account.  Billie Wolff seconded the motion, the motion passed. 
 
 
Resolution 366-15 –August 4

th
 Primary Election Levies: 

Joel Abbott moved for the approval of Resolution 366-15 allowing for the following levies to be placed on the August 4
th

 Primary 
Election Ballot.  Diana Lowley seconded the motion, the motion passed. 
 
  

PROPOSITION #1 

 SHALL THE TOWN OF FARMINGTON LEVY A SPECIAL TAX OF $ 12,000.00 AN ESTIMATED $ 1.08 PER $1,000 OF THE 

2015 ASSESSED VALUATION, FOR CITY STREET MAINTENANCE FUND, FOR COLLECTION IN 2016, BE APPROVED? 

   YES    NO  

 

PROPOSITION #2    

SHALL THE TOWN OF FARMINGTON LEVY A SPECIAL TAX OF $ 8,000.00 AN ESTIMATED $ 0.72 PER $1,000 OF THE 

2015 ASSESSED VALUATION, FOR CURRENT EXPENSE FUND, FOR COLLECTION IN 2016, BE APPROVED? 

 

   YES    NO  

 
 
 
 
Tree City USA/Tree Committee Update: 
Katherine Barnes Pawson and Jerry Wagner advised the council that three - 15 foot tall trees will be planted in the Park on April 22

nd
 

which is Earth Day in celebration of Arbor Day at 4:00 pm – The public was cordially invited to attend both the planting ceremony and 
the celebration.  The Town Council authorized John Ewing to operate a backhoe belonging to Mark Hellinger in the park for the purpose 
of digging holes in which to plant the new trees.  The current Tree Committee is comprised of Chairman, Royce Johnson, Secretary, 
Katherine Barnes-Pawson, Jerry Wagner, Rose Brooks and Lydia Brooks. 
 



4 
 

 
Citizens Comments: 
Todd Lobdell – Farmington’s Water Operator advised the Council of a situation at Well #2 where in the power is fluctuating and the 
drive trips due to line power problems and imbalances.  Avista and Strom Electric have spent ten hours each trouble shooting the 
problem. Avista was able to determine that the issue is not on their end of the service.  Strom adjusted the drive speed down and reset 
some of the control parameters, since this adjustment was made the drive has not tripped.  Todd Lobdell stated that he will keep Mayor 
Pro-Tem Dave Baker advised as to how many times, or if the drive trips at all between now and the May 18

th
 council meeting when this 

issue will be revisited.  Strom Electric quoted the complete overhaul of the pump at approximately $16,500.00.  
 
 
Council Comments: 
Billie Wolff noted that a Senior Citizens meal is held at the Garfield Legion Hall on the third Wednesday of every month.  Billie strongly 
encouraged anyone able to attend the event to please do so as funds for this event are in jeopardy due to lack of attendance. 
 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Comments: 
Clerk Treasurer advised the council that she will be unavailable on or about the first week of June and will advise as to the exact dates 
once plans are finalized. 
Clerk Treasurer requested direction from the council in reference to dealing with an issue in which a resident is living in a residence with 
no running water thus constituting a health hazard.  A councilmember with personal knowledge of the situation advised that the 
resident will be vacating the structure within 48 hours and that the structure will not be occupied again until late October. 
 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem’s Comments: 
Mayor Pro-Tem Dave Baker stated Rudy Goossen has requested permission to hook into the town’s sewer system. Mayor Woomack 
contacted a legal consultant at MRSC and was advised that Cities and towns have authority to operate their own sewerage systems 
under RCW 35.67.020 also that the town is authorized to charge customers for the cost of connecting to the town’s sewer line per 
RCW 35.92.025.  And that Farmington would incur no connection costs because the customer (Rudy Goossen) has agreed to pay for 
those costs per Farmington’s Water & Sewer Resolution.  MRSC’s legal consultant (Maurice King) felt that the town could allow the 
Goossen’s to connect to the town’s sewer line provided that the connection meets all of the town’s requirements for private sewage 
connections. He also recommended that Farmington discuss this matter with Stephen Bishop, our town attorney.  Dave Baker stated 
that he plans to contact Stephen Bishop on Tuesday the 22

nd
 of April and will advise the council via e-mail as to the outcome of that 

conversation. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50  
 
              
_________________________________________ 
David L. Baker, Mayor Pro-Tem 
  
 
Attest: ___________________________________ 
Barbara Dial-Flomer, Clerk-Treasurer 
Town of Farmington 
Regular Town Council Meeting 
Monday, April 20th, 2015 - Farmington Community Center 
6:00 PM – 7:50 PM 
 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=35.67.020
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=35.92.025

