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Town of Farmington 
Regular Town Council Meeting 

July 21st, 2014 
Farmington Community Center 

6:00 PM – 8:50 PM 
 
 
 
Open Regular Council Meeting:  
The Regular Town Council Meeting was opened at 6:00 PM 
 
Roll Call:  
Mayor James Woomack, Council members: Joel Abbott, Noreen Ewing, Diana Lowley, David Baker and Billie Wolff.  
 
Visitors:  
Max Mohan, Brian Oliver, John Ewing, Shelly Lobdell, Todd Lobdell, Jerry Wagner, Steve Martin & Mark Hellinger. 
 
Approval of the June 16th, 2014 Meeting Minutes: 
Dave Baker moved for approval of the June 16th, 2014 Regular Council Meeting minutes.  Joel Abbott seconded the motion, the 
motion passed. 
 
Unfinished Business:   
 

 Status Report – Farmingtonwa.com Website: – Council Member Abbott 
The Farmingtonwa.com Website has gone public and is up and running.  The hosting was set up through Network Solutions and 
the transfer for the farmingtonwa.com domain was successfully initiated and transferred to the Network Solution’s servers. 
Anyone wishing to donate photos of Farmington to be used on the website is welcome to e-mail them to Joel Abbott. 
 

 Status Report – Pot Hole Repair: – Council Member Abbott 
Mayor Woomack ordered 40 yards of gravel from Whitman County Road Department which was delivered earlier today and 
placed in a pile on the West end of Adams Street. Councilmen Baker and Abbott plan to begin making pothole repairs possibly 
as early as Friday, July 25th. 

 

 Tree Committee Report – Council Member Ewing: 
$3072.30 was spent to have R&C Tree Service from Post Falls, Idaho remove the Ash tree near the fire pit in the park along 
with the two Poplar trees across Third Street from the Trimble rental property and the Lombardi Poplar which sat on town 
owned property near the Trimble rental property.   Also removed were the twelve (12) stumps from each of the fallen trees, all 
at total cost to the town of $722.30. The remaining balance of $2350.00 was covered by AWC - RMSA Safety Grant Funding. 
Garth Davis and his Supervisor from Tree City USA visited Farmington on June 10th and were elated with the progress in the 
park.  They stated that Farmington is their smallest but also their most vibrant member and that Farmington should definitely 
apply for a tree planting grant which is issued through their agency. 
 

 Rose Garden Status Report – Council Member Ewing: 
Noreen Ewing reported the Memory Rose Garden located at the North end of the basketball court has been completed with 
the exception of the drip watering system, and that the Rose Garden at the South end of the Basketball court is progressing 
nicely.  Noreen reported that she is in the process of arranging for volunteer labor to make the repairs to the broken water 
faucet in the park, since per Mayor Woomack, neither the Water Operator nor Maintenance Staff can handle the repair at this 
time.  Noreen also stated that the electrical permit for the park has been renewed for another year. 

 

 Disaster Preparedness Report – Council Member Wolff: 
Council member Wolff did not have a report prepared for tonight’s meeting. 
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Opening of Sealed Bids:   
Sealed bids were accepting until 5:00 PM tonight for the paneling and doors removed from the basement of the Town owned 
Methodist Church building.  Three bids were received, John Ewing submitted the winning bid for $108.88. 
                                                                                                                                                                     
Approval of Claims & Payroll:                                                                                                                                                                       
Dave Baker moved for approval of the June 17th, 2014, to July 21st, 2014 claims & payroll totaling $ 15,563.85 Joel Abbott seconded 
the motion, the motion passed.  

 
                                                                                                                                                                 
Mayor’s Financial Report: 
 A copy of the Mayor’s year-to-date financial summary was given to the council.   It was noted that Farmington has a negative 
$2,547.00 variance through June 2014 and a budget surplus of $4,344.00.  Mayor Woomack presented the council with a guide on how 
to interpret this report which also shows where each figure comes from and what it means in relation to the budget.  
 
Approval of Treasurer’s Report: 
Joel Abbott moved for approval of the June financial report showing Farmington with a $168,706.89 cash balance.                 
Dave Baker seconded the motion, the motion passed. 
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Water Pressure Issue – Audrey Neuendorf: 
Council was made aware that Audrey Neuendorf has unacceptable water pressure at her residence located at 401 East Main Street.  
Jerry Wagner and Todd Lobdell (Farmington’s Water Operator) have both recently and separately tested the water flow at the 
residence and determined it to be only four gallons per minute which is not sufficient to operate her outside sprinkler system.  Audrey 
has replaced all of the plumbing in her residence and out to the meter box with one inch pipe.  It was decided that Farmington’s Water 
Maintenance Operator will inspect the existing 5/8 inch meter for any problem and repair it or replace it if necessary.  If no issues are 
discovered with the existing 5/8 inch meter, Audrey will contact a contractor to have one inch lines and a one inch meter installed at 
her expense. 
 
Harvest Festival Wrap Up Report- Mark Hellinger: 
Mark Hellinger advised the council that three issues remain unresolved at this time for the Farmington Harvest Festival Unincorporated 
Association.  #1: The tax years have not yet been closed, however CPA, Sally Bishop is working on this issue.  #2: Because the tax years 
have not been closed out, the funds from the Festival proceeds have not yet been disbursed to the Town of Farmington (which is where 
donors were told the proceeds from the festival would go).  #3: Assets purchased by the Farmington Harvest Festival Unincorporated 
Association have not been liquidated.  Mark stated that he will check with Attorney Stephen Bishop to ascertain how these assets which 
include five pop up tents, a used freezer and two BBQ grills should best be liquidated.  Mark stated that he will report back to the 
council once Sally Bishop has finished closing out the tax years. 
 
Methodist Church Project: 
Mayor Woomack reported that the paneling and doors have all been removed from the basement of the town owned Methodist 
Church building and that mold bombs which kill both spores and mold have been detinated in the building.  He reported that the sump 
pump worked well all winter and that he will replace three broken window panes, wipe the counter tops and sweep the debris from the 
floors prior to turning the church project as well as all other facilities projects over to the council to deal with as they see fit.  
 
Resolution 363-14 Calling for Election on Excess Levy Propositions: 
Joel Abbott moved and Billie Wolff seconded Resolution 363-14 to be placed on the November 4th General Election Ballot, in which 
PROPOSITION #1 reads:  SHALL THE TOWN OF FARMINGTON LEVY A SPECIAL TAX OF $9,000.  AN ESTIMATED $ .84 PER $1,000 OF THE 
2014 ASSESSED VALUATION, FOR CITY STREET MAINTENANCE FUND, FOR COLLECTION IN 2015, BE APPROVED? YES or NO? 
PROPOSITION #2 reads SHALL THE TOWN OF FARMINGTON LEVY A SPECIAL TAX OF $6,000.  AN ESTIMATED $ .56 PER $1,000 OF THE 
2014 ASSESSED VALUATION, FOR CURRENT EXPENSE FUND, FOR COLLECTION IN 2015, BE APPROVED? YES or NO?  
The motion passed. 
 
Citizens Comment: 
Steve Martin requested that a sign saying “Not Potable Water” be posted by the outside water faucet on the South side of the EMS 
shed, due to the water from that faucet having a strong odor of chlorine. 
 
Jerry Wagner stated that a large role of two inch HDLP pipe left over from the bank water line project was left behind Heise’s Antique 
Store.  Mayor Womack stated that he would retrieve the pipe and secure it in the well house at Well One.  
 
Max Mohan questioned whether or not the John Deere mower deck had been repaired, Mayor Woomack advised him that it had.  He 
also questioned why the Town doesn’t transfer some of the money from the checking account into the MMDA account.  He was advised 
that the same amount of interest is accrued in both accounts. 
 
Todd Lobdell stated that something needs to be done about the use of 5th Street as a “truck route” by K&L Farms, Pigeon Hollow Farms 
and Pfaff Brothers. Mayor Woomack agreed to contact each of these farmers before harvest to ask them to have their drivers use 
Bridge and 3rd Streets.  If this does not solve the problem blocking 5th Street from Pine to Washington to all traffic except residential 
traffic will be considered as well as posting signs prohibiting all multi axel vehicles. 
 
Council Comments: 
Dave Baker suggested not filling the second maintenance position as a way for the town to save money.  Dave also clarified that winter 
maintenance hours allowed are 10 hours per week per position and summer hours allowed are 15 hours per week per position. 
 
Dave Baker questioned “BANKED” hours on the Town employee time cards. The council unanimously agreed that Town employees are 
to accrue COMP TIME instead of BANKED HOURS. 
 
Billie Wolff stated that she has received complaints from volunteers working in the park who observed the Town’s maintenance 
employee taking multiple breaks and also standing around watching them work instead of assisting with their project.  
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Billie also noted that there are branches hanging in the roadway from a tree located in the 300 block of North First Street.  She was 
advised that their removal is the responsibility of the property owner. 
 
Joel Abbott advised the council that he spoke to Don from Specialty Asphalt in regard to the problems with Farmington’s Streets. 
Don suggested that Farmington add a penetrant oil to any freshly laid gravel and repeat the process for the next three to five years to 
form a hardened surface that would then become eligible for chip seal funding through the State. 
 
On behalf of Mark Hellinger, Joel Abbott asked permission from the town council to allow Mark to pay to have Specialty Asphalt seal the 
asphalt apron at the corner of Bridge and Third.  Council unanimously gave permission and added that they will pay to have the 
opposite apron sealed at the same time.  Joel agreed to coordinate this work with Specialty Asphalt. 
 
Diana Lowley reported that she has been questioned by citizens as to whether or not Goossen’s garage is sitting in the middle of a 
Street or Alleyway.  Jerry Wagner stated that the garage is currently sitting in a temporary location but that it is definitely neither in the 
Street nor on an Alleyway. 
 
Diana questioned why the Mayor distributed a flyer outlining his hiring and firing authority.  The mayor advised that it was to clear any 
confusion in reference to the matter.  
 
Diana also questioned why, when questioned at the June meeting, the mayor did not tell the council that George Martzall was receiving 
skills training when he traveled to Pullman each day and that he was reimbursed with gas vouchers to make the daily trips to Pullman.  
The Mayor stated that he was simply caught off guard by the questioning. 
 
Diana ask why the mayor issued an e-mail to each council member which in her opinion slandered the terminated maintenance 
employee.  Mayor Woomack stated that this is not the correct venue in which to discuss this matter. 
 
Clerk-Treasurer Comments: 
None. 
 
Mayor Comments: 
None. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM  
 
              
_________________________________________ 
James A. Woomack, Mayor 
  
Attest: ___________________________________ 
Barbara Dial-Flomer, Clerk/Treasurer 
Town of Farmington 
Regular Town Council Meeting 
Monday, July 21st, 2014 - Farmington Community Center 
6:00 PM – 8:50 PM 
 
 
 
  


