Town of Farmington
Regular Town Council Meeting
Town Hall

December 16th, 2024

ROLL CALL:

Mayor Blanche Rhea, Clerk Treasurer, Lynn Yarnell. Council Members: Lavon Walser, Josh
Gamez and Mike Erickson
Guests:

Hal and Annette Lisenbee, Mark and Liz Hellinger, Lonnie Erickson and guest, Brian
Westgate, Uknown Individual

CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Blanche Rhea called the Meeting to order at 6:00PM.

REGULAR CONSENT AGENDA MEETING:

Check Register, Checks, Invoices and Meeting Minutes were all reviewed by the
Council. Mike Erickson did not agree with the Check Register, guestioning that there
was a week that wasn’t accounted for from October 22M-28t Because the Council
Meeting got pushed out that extra week. The Clerk stated she would look into it and
send him a copy with the week of the 22"-28% included. He also disagreed with the
Meeting minutes, stating that things were said in the minutes that weren’t said at the
Meeting. Mike then submitted his own version of the Meeting Minutes to the Council
to review. After some deliberating, it was decided that Lynn’s version of the Meeting
Minutes would remain. Lavon Walser MOVED to pass the consent agendas. Josh
Gamez seconded the motion, and the motion was passed. Mike Erickson was a
nay vote.

OLD BUSINESS:

Building Permits: Will be discussed at the next Council Meeting
Critical Area Ordinance: Blanche and Lynn will be finalizing the final draft of the
ordinance in the next few weeks.

Ziply Update: Blanche has had communication with them and the install date is
January 6" for application.

NEW BUSINESS:

Resolution #425-24 Establishing Banking Info and Credit Cards. Mike Erickson
MOVED to approve, Josh Gamez seconded, and it was passed unanimously.
Mike Erickson made a Motion to make Facebook the Official Page for the Town of
Farmington. Josh seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.



* Mike also made a Motion to make the Town of Farmington’s webpage, the official
website for the town, even though the Farmington webpage was already the official
page for the town. Josh seconded, and it passed unanimously.

* Snow removal: Council discussed and decided it would be about $3500-4000 to fix
the old truck that was previously used for snow removal. And that it was a better
idea to sell both the maintenance truck and the plow truck so the Town could
purchase a new truck with a blade for snow removal. Funds from both trucks will be
putin a separate account to purchase a new one with a blade.

e Mark Hellinger had questions from Council members regarding his letter of interest
for council position #5. Josh Gamez asked @ark how he would keep the peace at
future meetings. Mark responded with I’'ve thought about it, and | can’t really give
you a soundbite answer. Mike Erickson then asked Mark why he wanted to be on
council again and he said that he’s deeply concerned about the town being
incorporated and that there is only three people on the council, and he wants to be
the fourth. Lavon Walser then asked Mark if he got into the council what he would do
to make Farmington better. Mark said, he hadn’t thought about it much, other than
being that extra Council member. Beyond what he had done in the past, just be that
additional person. Blanche then asked Mark if he would be able to continue with his
term or would he retire at his own discretion. Mark responded that he would be
committed to serving out his term. Blanche then asked, what suggestions do you
have to keep people on council. Mark said that he’s thought about it and didn’t have
a soundbite answer at this time.

e Mike Erickson handed out RCWs for voting at a Council Meeting and asked how we
should vote regarding Mark. Mike then made a motion to vote openly and stated that
it had been done illegally this whole time. Josh said that if it was illegal, we probably
shouldn’t be doing it and seconded Mikes motion and the motion passed to vote
openly at the council meetings. Lavon was a nay vote. Mike then voted yes to
adding Mark Hellinger to Council position #5. Josh also voted yes, and that was
also passed. Lavon Walser was a nay vote. Mark Hellinger will be filling council
position #5 after being sworn in with the Mayor and Clerk in the next couple weeks.

MAINTENANCE COMMENTS:

The Transducer went out in the Lift Station last Sunday. Jacob and | were working on
getting it fixed for two days, as the alarm was going off continuously for two days as
well. The part costs about $900 as well as some small parts, hours and mileage. The
town saved money on labor costs. It is now fixed and running well.

CLERK COMMENTS:
I responded to Lonnie Erickson in the audience about recording the Council meetings and




agreed that it would be in everyone’s best interest to do so, considering how the last couple
meetings have been and all the ridiculous things that have been brought into the council
meetings. Also, how Mike Erickson’s behavior was, and how it made me feel extremely
uncomfortable and unsafe. I'm not sure | even want to continue working here because of it.

MAYOR COMMENTS:

“Before we go any further with tonight’s Council Meeting, | want to remind Council about
professional conduct.

As you all know, you are all bound by the oath that was taken when you were appointed or
elected to your Council position. As a Council member, you’re also bound by always
showing professional conduct, both to our community members and to your co-council
members. This means that respect is to be shown at all times regardless of your personal
feelings, issues on a topic or whatever it is. While you all cannot agree all the time with
each other, itis not acceptable to be rude, sarcastic, condescending, hateful or
judgmental. Personal snide remarks, judgmental remarks and sarcastic remarks bringing
an individual’s personal business into the Council meeting is inappropriate and will not be
tolerated at any time. Bringing chaos to the meetings whether it is a council member, or an
audience member will not happen again and will not be tolerated any further. Threatening
anyone, either verbally or physically will not be allowed.

The expectation is that we all work for the betterment of Farmington and that is what we

will do. Therefore, again, no more disruptive and chaotic meetings as they serve no good
purpose to anyone. If this doesn’t stop, further measures will be taken to bring the towns
council meeting back to the reason we’re all here. Please be mindful of this at all times.”

Mike Erickson MOVED to adjourn the council meeting. Lavon Walser seconded the

motion, and the motion was passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 6:58
pm.
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