Town of Farmington
Regular Town Council Meeting
May 19, 2025 - 6:00 PM

Open Regular Town Council Meeting:
Farmington’s May 19, 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting was called to order at 6:04 PM.

Roll Call:
Mayor Blanche Rhea, Councilmembers: Lavon Walser, Rudy Goossen, and Josh Gamez.

Visitors:
Hal and Annette Lisenbee, Mark Hellinger, Eli Walser, Joan Smith, and Mike and Lonnie Erickson.

Citizen Comments:

Citizens were reminded that they would be given 3 minutes to ask questions or concerns.

Mike Erickson sited RCW 84.69.020 items for refund and would like the council to consider a refund over revote.

Annette and Lonnie wondered if the council would address the erroneous levy issue. Mayor Rhea talked about all the county and
state departments that town hall has been in contact with to address the levy issue. Council may answer questions after the
updates are given in the meeting, and it will be up to the council to address any following questions.

Approval of the Consent Agenda:
e Check Register from April 22™ through May 19", 2025, $11,379.98 including claims of $4,555.10 and payroll $6,824.88.
e Minutes from April 21%, 2025, Public Hearing and Regular Town Council Meeting.

e  April 2025 Treasurer’s Report.
Lavon Walser MOVED to approve May 19%, 2025, Regular Town Council meeting consent agenda. Josh Gamez seconded the motion,

and the motion was carried unanimously.

Old Business:

Resolution 430-25 TIB Interlocal Agreement

Whitman Street TIB Otta Seal Interlocal Agreement between the Town of Garfield and the Town of Farmington. TIB Exhibit A is also
on the table for signatures. This won’t be the same engineering group, it will be using Town of Garfield’s engineering group. Lavon
Walser MOVED to approve Resolution 430-25 to execute the interlocal agreement between Farmington and Garfield to complete
OTTA seal on Whitman ST. Josh Gamez seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.

Discussion about the future handling of meeting minutes. Due to a tight budget, the town will not be investing in the equipment to
video record the meetings but at this time the town will be voice recording the minutes. Mayor Rhea said with a new
clerk/treasurer being hired soon, she thinks the town should continue with action minutes. Josh asked where the audio recordings
will be stored and wondered if there are size constraints. There may be a need to increase the file storage capacity on the website
and some research will be done to make sure there is plenty of capacity. Lavon Walser MOVED to continue with action minutes
with audio recordings. losh Gamez seconded the motion, and the motion was carried unanimously.

New Business:

There was a meeting about grant research and opportunities. With the current administration, granting opportunities have reduced
significantly. Town hall will be looking to see what grants may be out there in the future. Also, there was a conversation with the
Port of Whitman grant writer Amelia discussing the remodeling of the town hall building to be able to utilize the upstairs. More
research is needed and will be conducted in the future.

Maintenance Comments:
e Lavon said the PFAS water testing came back negative for the town’s water supply.

Council Comments:

s  Rudy asked what the town can undertake on its own concerning the creeks running through town. Mayor Rhea said we can
clear from the tops of the banks onto the property. From the tops of the banks into the creek must involve the appropriate
entities. One tree has been permitted to be taken out of the middle of the creek and the beaver dam can be removed. The
conservation group has agreed to come and look at it, likely August it will be worked on when the water is fully receded.



- Discussion was had about the erroneous tax issue. Full details of the discussion can be heard on the audio recording for this

meeting marked 5/19/25. RCW 84.52.085 clearly states how to handle an erroneous tax collection. The tax collection of
$28,000 is sitting in its own bars code account until a levy is supported at which time the funds will become available for
use. A street levy will be run in the primary election 2025 for $28,000. If a super majority vote yes, then the county will be
notified of the passing levy of $28,000 but the county will be responsible for collecting $0.00 per thousand since the money
has already been collected in 2024. These two levies will offset each other.

Clerk/Treasurer Comments:

Annual Report is about 95% completed. Everything looks good.

State Bank Northwest account has been activated. Some funds will be left in Banner Bank for a month to cover outstanding
claims in the checking account. Checks and credit cards have been ordered. Everything should be transferred in the next
month.

Mayor’s Comments:

Hansen property flooding update.

Update on the construction at 4™ and Washington St, water has been connected and done with a live connection, no one
lost water in town. The electric pole was installed. The foundation should be poured in the next week. There is some dirt
on the property that is available for members of the community.

Public notices at the post office will now be posted in the locked reader board on the side of the building. Some official
postings were taken down that should not have been. The postmaster can make the decision in the future what is to be
posted for the community.

Josh Gamez MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Rudy Goosen seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. The
meeting was adjourned at 7:04 pm.
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