Town of Farmington
Regular Town Council Meeting
June 16%™, 2025 — 6:00 PM

Open Regular Town Council Meeting:
Farmington’s June 16%, 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM.

Roll Call:
Mayor Blanche Rhea, Councilmembers: Lavon Walser, Rudy Goossen, and Josh Gamez.

Visitors:
Hal and Annette Lisenbee, Mark Hellinger, Brian and Diana Oliver, Brian Westgate, Tanya Thygeson, and Joan Smith.

Guest:

Whitman County Assessor Wraylee Flodin is here to discuss the recently discovered erroneous levy collection that took place in
2024. Alevy was certified by the clerk/treasurer for collection in the 2023 tax collection cycle. Wraylee detailed the last decade of
levies that the town has collected and explained the certification seemed in line with past election cycles, so it wasn’t questioned.
Wraylee discussed the various RCWs, and state laws pertaining to levies and states the town has three years from the date of
discovery to pass another levy to offset the amount erronecusly collected. If a new levy is passed for the same $28,000 dollar
amount that was erroneously collected, the town would notify the county of the approved excess levy, and the county would collect
zero dollars for that excess levy cycle to offset the already collected funds.

Guests from the audience asked Wraylee questions and Mark Hellinger provided a handout to the council concerning his discussion
with Diann Locke from the Dept. of Revenue. Wraylee said Diann talked about how these mistakes happen throughout all the
communities, small to large. All the agencies will be monitoring and hopefully the community elects to pass the next excess levy so
that the situation can be fully resolved. Wraylee exited the meeting at 6:37.

Citizen Comments:

Brian Oliver said he hadn’t heard anything back yet concerning the playground equipment. It was suggested that a letter go out to
explain why levies are more some years over others. Mayor Rhea said that a letter better explaining the need for levies and how
they are used will go out with the next utility bill. It will inform residents that if the levy passes, there will be no collection to make
up for the erroneous collection in 2024 and those held funds will then be released for use. Tanya Thygeson suggested walking
around and talking with residents of Farmington to explain these details in more depth if needed.

There was concern about a trailer that showed up in town and being parked on private property. Mayor Rhea said a letter had been
sent to the people who have been visiting the trailer. It was explained to them that the trailer must go and will not become a
residence.

Approval of the Consent Agenda:

e Check Register from May 20" through June 16™, 2025, $12,794.14 including claims of $6,453.05 and payroll $6,341.09.

e  Minutes from May 20", 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting.

e  May 2025 Treasurer’s Report.
Lavon Walser MOVED to approve June 16, 2025, Regular Town Council meeting consent agenda. Josh Gamez seconded the motion,
and the motion was carried unanimously.

New Business:

e Mayor Rhea said a new clerk/treasurer has been located and interested in the position. Council will need to discuss the
training rate of pay and the hourly rate the new clerk/treasurer will be receiving. The interested person has extensive
bookkeeping experience, lives locally and is committed to staying in the position. The position will be no more than 30
hours a week. Rudy asked if the candidate will also get benefits on top of the hourly rate and Mayor Rhea explained she
feels the higher rate would be in place of additional benefits. Mayor Rhea suggested paying the minimum wage of
$16.66/hour while the new hire is training and then move the candidate up to $27.00/hour. A wage survey was sought
from several local towns, and it supports this as an hourly rate with no benefits. Council was in support of the hourly rate.
An employee pay resolution will be prepared for the next council meeting.



‘e Thereis a new financial policy on the table for the council to look over. These are items the auditor wants to see the
council move towards adopting for future use. The audit is winding down and there are only a couple of outstanding item:s.
* Resolution 431-25 General Election Excess Levy (Backup). This levy resolution is the backup for the $28,000 excess levy in

case the primary levy doesn’t pass. Josh Gamez MOVED to approve Resolution 431-25 the General Election Excess Street
Levy. Lavon Walser seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.

Maintenance Comments:

e Lavon has begun the process of looking for a used town maintenance truck. Ideally, it would be a % to 1 ton and already
outfitted with a snowplow. She has located about 4 trucks in this $13,000 price range. Council thought this sounded
reasonable and okayed the range for purchase from $12,000 to $15,000. Josh Gamez MOVED to approve the purchase of a
used town maintenance truck with a purchase price between $12,000 and $15,000. Lavon Walser seconded the motion,
and the motion carried unanimously.

e Lavon thanked Brian and Diana Oliver for donating bats and gloves to the town ballfield and Shelly Lobdell for donating 7
basketballs.

Clerk/Treasurer Comments:

e The audit is almost complete. All the appropriate agencies have been informed of the erroneous levy collection, including
the State Auditor.

e To avoid the issue in the future, the clerl’s office will have a calendar invite for all council members detailing the election
requirements. It will include important dates when resolutions are to be submitted and timelines on when the county is to
be informed on passing on non-passing levies. This will allow the council members to be more involved by double checking
that details are correct and submitted at the county level on time.

Mayor’s Comments:

Mayor Rhea brought the council up to speed on the building development on 4™ and Washington. There was a request to tie the
storm water run off into the town’s wastewater line, and after discussing with the town’s engineers, it was determined that too
many agencies would need to be involved to make this happen and the homeowner requesting this decided against moving in that
direction. There are new homeowners at 302 E Washington Street. Likely a burn ban and possibly a fireworks ban will go into place
before 4* of July. Brian said the fire department will work to clear some of the fire fuel in town and may do a controlled burn if
conditions allow.

Rudy Goossen MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Josh Gamez seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. The
meeting was adjourned at 7:14 pm.
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