Town of Farmington
Regular Town Council Meeting
July 21%%, 2025 - 6:00 PM

Open Regular Town Council Meeting:
Farmington’s July 21st, 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM.

Roll Call:
Mayor Blanche Rhea, Councilmembers: Lavon Walser, Rudy Goossen, and Josh Gamez.

Visitors:
Neil O’Keeffe with Kilohana Holdings, Kurt Bartelheimer, Brian Westgate, Denis and Aden Leonard (call-in attendance).

Guest:

Neil O"Keeffe with Kilohana Holdings is present to discuss new property development between Washington and Main Street and C
Street. Neil will be the builder representing the Leonards’ with their property development. Neil has presented council with a series
of plans showing excavation, water and sewer, and electrical locations for the property. Denise and Aden Leonard are attending the
meeting from a dial-in connection. Neil detailed the phases of the building plan, phase 1is excavation and smaller RV pad
placement on lots 7 - 8, and gravel pull off on northern lot. The proposed is a total of 3 RV pads having sewer clean outs and water
connections. Phase 2 is the addition of a 35x50 garage on the northern lot, which will eventually house a 15x50 apartment in the
garage which will meet residential specifications. Phase 3 would be the addition of single-family home on the southern lot on

Washington Street.

There will be separate permits filed for the different phases of the project. Josh Gamez questioned why the hookups for the sewer
connections for the RV pads when the current town ordinance states there is no allowance for RVs to dump directly into the sewer
system. Neil said he was unaware of those details in the ordinance but that the Leonards’ will have to comply if that is the case.
Rudy asked about Phase 2 and if the structure would be enclosed and not left incomplete for 12 to 24 months. Neil’s goal is to have
it enclosed before winter but worst-case scenario, it becomes a spring project. Mayor Rhea asked why there are so many RV pads?
Neil stated it will be used for a family gathering location when the Leonards’ are in town. Mayor Rhea confirmed there is an RV
ordinance that discusses no residing in an RV unless there is an active permit for the property that is being worked on. Rudy said
other provisions pertaining to RV use can be found in that ordinance.

Mayor Rhea also questioned why there is only one water connection for the two properties and why they wouldn’t just install two
connections during phase 1. Rudy detailed how the town operates and charges for utilities and thinks eventually if there are two
structures on two different lots, that both of those structures should have their own connection. Neil agreed in the future when the
final phase is completed and there is a home on Washington St lot, at that time the Leonards’ can elect to put in a separate water
meter box to connect the home, but with just an RV pad and yard water hydrant, that will only occasionally be used, then two
connections are not needed at this time. Nejl touched on Avista energizing the property and where the entrances and parking will
be on the northern lot,

Mayor Rhea asked about the utilities for the neighboring blue house. It has been determined after the survey was completed that
the builder for the blue home didn’t bury the sewer line or water lines in the alley when connecting the property. The Leonards’
have been in discussions with the homeowner and agreed to relocate the lines to appropriate locations and reconnect at the
Leonard’s expense. There is a professional survey now completed on the remaining lots, so it is evident where the property corners
are to better identify where the utilities need to be placed. Josh wanted confirmation that the RV pads are intended for family use
only at this time. Mayor Rhea explained that a person could only use their RV for overnights up to 30 days a year, unless it is tied to
an active building permit. Rudy wanted further clarification on the second water meter being added to the construction once the
southern home on Washington St was erected. Neil said this could be a condition of the building permit. Josh Gamez MOVED to
approve the building plans with the condition, once the residence in the last phase of the plan is built facing Washington St., a
second water meter connection will be installed. Rudy Gosseen seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Rhea told Neil if any amendments are completed on the Planning and Zoning Ordinance or the RV ordinance, he would be
notified. Neil O’Keefe exited the meeting, and Denise and Aden Leonard terminated the phone conference at 6:49 pm.



Citizen Comments: . ' .
Mayor Rhea introduced Jamie Erickson as the new clerk/treasurer for the Town of Farmington. She is working with Cody on the

occasional Mondays until her last day at her current employer close to the end of August. She will be starting part time with the
town on Aug. 25™, and Cody anticipates it will take approximately 2 weeks to complete her training.

Kurt Bartelheimer submitted an email detailing the plans to do a lot line adjust on his property at 1% and Pine Street. The lotisa
total of 1.9 acres and there were two lots there, but the dividing line used to run north and south on the property. He did a land
survey and repositioned the new lot line to run east and west. This keeps the old farmhouse and mother-in-law house on the south
lot and the shop and area for future building on the north lot. The new survey was signed by the mayor and Gordon surveying will
record the changes with the county assessor’s office. The property has water that comes off Pine St., but that line supplies water to
the whole property. Kurt would like to add a second water and sewer connection in the future to service the northern lot. Mayor
Rhea said Kurt should be in contact with Jacob, the water/sewer operator and Lavon to determine the closest main to connect the
new water and sewer lines. The town will be in contact via email once more research is completed.

Approval of the Consent Agenda:
e Check Register from June 17% through July 21%, 2025, totaling $19,404.97 including claims of $11,937.15 and payroll
57,467.82.
e  Minutes from June 16™, 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting.
e June 2025 Treasurer’s Report.

Josh Gamez MIOVED to approve July 21%, 2025, Regular Town Council meeting consent agenda. Lavon Walser seconded the motion,
and the motion was carried unanimously.

New Business:

e  Resolution 432-25 Employee payroll revisions for 2025. Josh Gamez MOVED to approve Resolution 432-25 adopting the
revised 2025 employee pay rates. Lavon Walser seconded the motion. Rudy questioned the pay rate for the snowplow
operator saying they would likely have a hard time finding a person at that rate to work for a couple of days, especially if
they were driving elsewhere. Mayor Rhea said unfortunately, due to the tight budget, that is the best they can offer at this
time. Last year Eli and Brian volunteered some of their time to remove snow, which was wonderful. Rudy said he
understands, and he just wanted to voice that concern. Rudy was a yay vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Maintenance Comments:
e  Lavon said there was a leak repaired on 1% and Lincoln Streets by the sewer lift station. Jesse from Palouse Hills Excavators
helped her dig the 2” line and there was a tiny hole causing the pretty sizeable leak. The location of this pipe was not on
any water as-built plans in town hall. Lavon went door to door to notify affected residents about the water outage.

Council Comments:
e Josh asked for an update on the search for a maintenance truck with snowplow. Lavon said they have located a couple, but

nothing has worked out yet. They are still searching.

Clerk/Treasurer Comments:

e The auditis complete. There will be a few policy issues that will need to be updated and deal with receipt with credit card
purchases and travel expense policies. All and all, the audit was smooth with nothing substantial reported. The state
auditor’s office will likely schedule an exit review with the council. Cody will forward these details when the invitation is
available.

e  Concerning the non-documented pipe Lavon was referencing not being on the town'’s infrastructure inventory, Garfield
pays for a yearly subscription that allows town infrastructure assets to be detailed on an electronic map. It allows items
that aren’t inventoried to be added and is a great reference when someone new enters the public works position, easily
passing the legacy knowledge from person to the next. Garfield also has an antenna that can be used to gather coordinates
and possibly they would allow Farmington to use it to get precise locations of items that need to be added.

Mayor’s Comments:

The town’s legal representative has been informed of the trailer that has arrived in town. He has advised enforcing the RV ordinance
or if someone attempts to reside in the trailer, the town requires at least 500 square feet to reside within town limits. The property
owner has not responded to the letter that was sent. All known parties involved have been notified that the trailer will not become
a living residence and does not currently meet code restrictions. Bishop Law Office also suggested that the RV ordinance and
violations be updated with the JIS system through Whitman County, Cody confirmed this has been completed. A second letter will

be sent soon.



Mayor Rhea said the planning and zoning ordinance has not been updated since 1981, and the rules and the regulations need to
updated to bring the town current with changes in the building industry. Mayor Rhea would like to see a committee formed to take
up planning and zoning items, but said if that isn’t possible, the council will act as the planning committee and make the necessary
changes. Also, Mayor Rhea would like to see a Christmas committee formed and thanked the usual group (Diana, Ruth and Lavon)
for being so active during the holiday season. This year she would like a committee to do something like a cookie exchange or game
night to bring the community together.

There are several properties around town with very tall grass, and our area is very dry. Properties with tall grass will be getting
reminders to cut their vegetation down to help mitigate fire risk. There was a citizen who had three burn piles going just after the
burn ban was put into place and was told to extinguish them. Mayor Rhea asked citizens to report any fires to Whitman County
Sheriff’s office. The basketballs from the basketball court have been bouncing off the backboards and ending up in the neighbor’s
yard. A polite request to have the balls returned and not used as dog toys ended up in confrontation. Mayor Rhea asked for ideas to
help keep the balls within the court area, so her and Lavon don’t have to continue to ask for them back. All ideas are welcomed.

Lavon Walser MOVED tfo adjourn the meeting. Josh Gamez seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. The
meeting was adjourned at 7:32 pm.

Mayor Blanche Rhea

Attest:
Cody Lord, Clerk-[rea
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