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Town of Farmington 
Regular Town Council Meeting 

August 18th, 2025 – 6:00 PM 
 
Open Regular Town Council Meeting: 
Farmington’s August 18th, 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
Roll Call:  
Mayor Blanche Rhea, Councilmembers: Lavon Walser, Rudy Goossen, and Josh Gamez. 
 
Visitors: 
Diana Oliver, Ed and Beth Doyle, Eric Lynch, Noreen Ewing, and Cody Lord. 
 
Citizen Comments: 
Ed Doyle asked about rezoning his property in city limits on Whitman RD to residential. The property is currently in agricultural 
zoning. Mayor Rhea was wondering how many houses they were planning to add if rezoned. Ed believes it is only about 3 ¾ an acre 
so one or two houses. Mayor Rhea discussed the zoning rules for agricultural zoning and stated that the attorney was spoken to, and 
the attorney stated that it could be problematic to rezone the property due to spot zoning. Councilmember Rudy Goossen asked 
what the other neighboring properties were zoned as, and he was answered that they are also agricultural. Rudy stated that there is 
already a well on Lopez property. Rudy asked if someone were to build a farmhouse on the property if it would make it residential 
which Mayor Rhea stated that yes it would if lived in and used as agricultural ground for 10years as personal or commercial. Ed 
stated it is a small property and would not be suitable for commercial use. Mayor Rhea asked for a more detailed plan and will send 
it to the attorney. Ed and Beth are waiting on a surveyor and then will have more information. Beth asked for the attorney's 
response after this new information was sent off to him and Mayor Rhea agreed to send the response to Beth.  No following 
questions from council.  
 
Eric Lynch seeks a building permit to build a 30x50 hobby shop on his property. Mayor Rhea asked how close the new building would 
be to the creek and Eric stated about 20ft from his current measurements. Mayor Rhea said will need to confirm but believes it 
cannot be any closer than 75ft to the creek and asked when Eric was wanting to start building. Eric said there was no real timeline on 
building at this time. Councilmember Lavon Walser had no complaints but stated to make sure and confirm the necessary distance 
needed from the creek. Mayor Rhea was going to check the rules and regulations and get back to Eric. 
 
Noreen Ewing seeks a building permit to build a 16x10 hay shed. Will be built with log beams with rafters and plywood and metal on 
top. Walls will be built with venting, and the front will be open. Mayor Rhea asked when she wanted to start the project and Noreen 
stated as soon as possible. Council members had no further questions. Josh Gamez MOVED to approve the building permit, Lavon 
Walser seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Diana Oliver wanted to update on the status of the playground project. Looking for grants still. Mayor Rhea and Diana discussed 
looking for specific grants with the FDA. Diana mentioned the donation box that was for the town kids at the old Farmington town 
bank. Councilmember Lavon stated that she believes it was moved to the bank in Colfax when the Farmington bank closed. Noreen 
asked what the playground project was about. Diana stated that it would be for a new play structure to be more appealing to older 
kids. Diana and Cody Lord talked about looking into the Heart and Soul grant and to find out the rules and regulations for that 
specific grant. Diana stated that she would ask Ruth to notify the town that the donation box had been moved to Colfax so that town 
members knew about its new location. 
 
Ed Doyle asked if the town of Farmington had a current vision of where the town wants to be and that there needs to be things in 
town to draw people. Mayor Rhea stated that the town people want the town to stay small but that it would be ideal to have a small 
store or cafe in town.  
 
Approval of the Consent Agenda: 

• Check Register from July 22nd through August 18th, 2025, $13,095.19 including claims of $5,789.89 and payroll $7,305.30. 

• Minutes from July 21st, 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting. 

• July 2025 Treasurer’s Report. 
Lavon Walser MOVED to approve August 18th, 2025, Regular Town Council meeting consent agenda.  Josh Gamez seconded the 
motion, and the motion was carried unanimously. 
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Old Business: 
Mayor Rhea stated that the animal ordinance was passed but it was not completed correctly. The numbering for the ordinance 
needed to be redone to make it effective. Council members had no questions. Josh was in favor of the re numbering for the 
ordinance. Lavon Walser MOVED to approve the numbering change for the ordinance. Josh Gamez seconded the motion, and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
New Business: 
No new business was discussed. 
 
Maintenance Comments: 

• Lavon stated that the new road signs had been ordered and that her and Eli had started to try and put the new posts in the 
ground for the new signs but that the ground was too hard. Most of the signs are 15mph signs for town roads with new 
park signs and no parking signs as well. Rudey stated that he thought anything under 20mph was illegal to post in a town 
and Mayor Rhea confirmed that the town has the authority to post whatever speed they want for town roads. Diana and 
Noreen state that people have been driving too fast in town and that the sheriff has been seen in town lately. Mayor Rhea 
encourages the town people to report speeders to the sheriff in the future. Noreen stated the importance of posting signs 
properly according to the state rules and regulations. Mayor Rhea stated that all rules and regulations will be followed to 
make sure signs are clear and that they won't get hit. Ed asked for the speed limit on Whitman ST which Mayor Rhea 
responded to as 15mph.  

 
Council Comments: 

•  No new council comments were discussed.  
 
Clerk/Treasurer Comments: 

• Cody stated that State Bank is fully set up, but that Banner bank couldn’t be fully shut down yet due to one active ACH still 
going to the Banner account once a month.  

• The Audit has been completed. No exit interview was requested. The audit was for 2021-2023. The next audit will be for 
2024-2026 and will happen in 2027. 

• Cody stated that there needs to be a policy update that he will work with Jamie on.  

• Jamie’s start date will be August 26th and for the first week in September she will be in a BARS training in Spokane.  

• Cody stated that the preliminary budget needs to be discussed at the next meeting and be passed no later than November.  

• The Levy results were not available as of the time of the meeting but would be available the next day. Cody stated that if 
the levy was not passed it was unknown what the next steps would be. Mayor Rhea stated that a walk about might be 
needed to be done to inform people of the levy information if it is not passed. 
 

Mayor’s Comments: 

• Mayor Rhea brought up the issue of public worker safety. One of the town's workers was threatened while on the job and 
that this will not be tolerated. Any threats will be perused and dealt with accordingly.  

• Christmas committee – As of now could include Jamie, Diana, and Lavon. Mayor Rhea wants community activities to be the 
priority to bring the town together at Christmas time.  

• Planning and zoning committee – Mayor Rhea stated that the planning and zoning book needs to be updated and that 
council members will need to take on the task. Council member Josh offered to lead the committee.  
 

Josh Gamez MOVED to adjourn the meeting.  Lavon seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 6:55 pm. 
 
 
    
_________________________________________ 
Mayor Blanche Rhea 
 
 
Attest: ___________________________________ 
Jamie Erickson, Clerk-Treasurer 
Town of Farmington - Regular Town Council Meeting 
August 18th, 2025 - Farmington Community Center 
6:00 PM – 6:55 PM 


