Town of Farmington
Public Hearing — 2025 Final Budget Hearing
Regular Town Council Meeting
November 17t 2025 — 6:00 PM

Open Public Hearing — 2025 Final Budget Hearing Meeting:
Farmington’s November 17, 2025, Final Budget Hearing Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM.

Roll Call:
Mayor Blanche Rhea, Councilmembers: Lavon Walser, Rudy Goossen, and Josh Gamez.

Visitors:
Cody Lord, Mark Hellinger, and Brian Westgate.

Comments for Final Budget Hearing Meeting:

Mayor Rhea asked council if they had any questions or concerns about the final budget. Council did not have any questions or
concerns. Removal of the lease for the church was approved and Cody stated to note that removal with the passing of the
ordinance. Lavon Walser MOVED to approve the final budget. Josh Gamez seconded the motion, and the motion was passed
unanimously. The Final Budget Hearing Meeting was adjourned at 6:03pm.

Open Regular Town Council Meeting:
Farmington’s November 17t, 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting was called to order at 6:03pm

Roll Call:
Mayor Blanche Rhea, Councilmembers: Lavon Walser, Rudy Goossen, and Josh Gamez.

Visitors:
Cody Lord, Mark Hellinger, and Brian Westgate.

Citizen Comments:
There were no citizen comments to report.

Approval of the Consent Agenda:
e Check Register from October 21t through November 17, 2025, $20,352.19 including claims of $12,505.59 and payroll
$7,849.60.
e Minutes from October 20%", 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting.
e  October 2025 Treasurer's Report.

Lavon Walser MOVED to approve October 20%, 2025, Regular Town Council meeting consent agenda. Josh Gamez seconded the
motion, and the motion was carried unanimously.

Old Business:
No old business to report.

New Business:

Mayor Rhea has been in contact with Whitman County for an update as when the asphalt can be brought to fix the holes in the
bridge heading out of town. Whitman County is behind and won’t be able to come do the work until spring next year. Mayor Rhea
has also been in contact with Robby for an update as to when the “No Parking” signs will be installed and he said within the next
2weeks hopefully because they are wanting to get it done before it starts snowing. Mayor Rhea also checked to make sure that we
are in compliance with our interlocal agreement with Whitman County for plowing the main road through town and we are still in
compliance and Whitman County will make sure and let their drivers know to drop their plows when they drive through Farmington
to plow the main road through town.



Mayor Rhea mentioned to council that a rate increase needs to be thought about for the water/sewer rates. At the beginning of the
year usually do a 6% rate increase for sewer. The water rates seem to be okay. May also be a possibility to raise the late fee rates
and the water shut off/turn back on rates. Right now, late fees are $20 and shut off/turn on fees total $50. Councilmember Josh
asked how a 6% rate raise would benefit the funds. Cody stated that right now the water and sewer funds are doing good but for the
future we will want to raise the rates to keep up with the rising costs of daily maintenance and in case something were to break
down as that can be a costly expense.

Ordinance 266-25 was presented to pass the Final Budget. Mayor Rhea asked if council had any questions. Councilmember Rudy
asked if the ordinance had anything different on it compared to the Final Budget that was emailed out to council in the agenda
packet. Mayor Rhea stated that no it was the same and that the ordinance needed to be passed tonight. Rudy stated that he didn’t
see anything that needed to be changed. Lavon Walser MOVED to approve Ordinance 266-25 for the Final Budget. Josh Gamez
seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously.

Maintenance Comments:
e Lavon stated that the snowplow has been mounted onto the pickup. Light’s do not work yet but they are working on them.
Just need to sink the lights up with the pickups system. Everything else works and looks good.

Council Comments:

e Josh did not have an update for the planning and zoning project.

e Councilmember Rudy brought up the Doyles rezoning question from a few meetings ago. He does not believe that it would
be considered spot zoning if they were to rezone the property like the attorney stated. Lopez has property surrounding
Doyles property that is already residential zoning so if the Doyles were to rezone their property they would just be
expanding on an already existing residential zone area. Rudy drew a map to show the different boundary lines to the
properties for Mayor Rhea to see. The ground used to all be agricultural because it was Bennett ground. But since the Lopez
property and Rudy’s property has since been changed to residential, the Doyles small chunk is the only portion that is left
agricultural so it is not believed that it would be considered spot zoning to change their property to be the same zone as all
the surrounding properties. Rudy believes the Doyles may not know this and they should be made aware of it. Mayor Rhea
stated she would do some research and give her a few weeks to find out more information about the properties and their
zoning status.

Clerk/Treasurer Comments:

e Jamie updated council to let them know that she is officially on the bank account as a signer and her credit card has been
ordered. Should show up in the mail soon.

e  Mayor Rhea stated that the Mayor Pro Tem position needed to be updated. As Per Washington State RCW'S, Mayor Pro
Tem is to be rotated every six months. Farmington will be abiding by the RCW effective immediately. Mayor Pro Tem will be
also signatory to the Town of Farmington's checking accounts for their tenure as Mayor Pro Tem. There was a discussion
amongst the council members, and it was decided by all that Josh Gamez be appointed as Mayor Pro Tem. Effective
November 18, 2025, to May 18, 2025. Josh will become signatory to the bank accounts and the previous Mayor Pro Tem,
LaVon Walser is no longer and will be removed from the bank accounts. Thank you to LaVon Walser for her duty and to Josh
Gamez for stepping up.

Mayor’s Comments:

e  Mayor Rhea stated that an employee policy book needs to be created. One is needed to comply with auditor requests.
Mayor Rhea will work with the attorney to get this started and completed.

e  Thtown burn pile was lit without any notice. No one is sure who lit the burn pile. Mayor Rhea stated her thanks to whoever
started it but, in the future, please do not light it without letting someone know because the fire department was called out
to the burn.

e The contract for the Growth Management Grant has been signed by Mayor Rhea. The town has until June of 2026 to
complete all the steps to this contract. The contract was signed for $10,000. We are waiting to hear back from a contractor
to work with to help us with this project. Cody and Donell with Garfield may have contact information to someone that
Farmington could also use to help with this process. This is important to complete on time and correctly Farmington will not
be able to receive grants for things in the future.

e  Mayor Rhea stated that the levy has failed again. The Primary vote was 32yes and 25n0 while the General vote was 31yes
and 28no. The town only has one more chance to pass this levy. Not passing the levy this go around is going to affect the
town and everyone in the town will suffer if it is not passed. This winter we will not plow snow until it reaches 4inches over
buff. No extra spending will be made for the remainder of the year. Only necessary spending on things that must happen
will be completed. If not passed on the next vote cycle, then by spring employee hours may need to be cut which will also
affect the community. Everyone in the community has already paid for this levy and there is no guarantee that they will get
their money back if the levy does not pass. If anyone has any ideas or suggestions on how to educate the community on this



levy, please reach out. Lavon does not believe that the community has read the mailers that have gone out to them in their
utility bills about the levy and that might be why people do not understand it and that the wording on the ballets can be
confusing to the community as well. Rudy asked if we know how many voters are registered for the Town of Farmington
and if we know how many did not vote because he knows that some community members probably forgot to vote. Mayor
Rhea agrees that it can be easy to forget to vote. Mayor Rhea stated that the voting will be certified by November 25% and
once it is we will have those numbers and can provide them at the next council meeting. Josh mentioned that the street
levy was the most voted on. Mayor Rhea stated that the Town of Farmington is the only town to not pass their levy. Cody
mentioned that the town will need to make sure and be on the Primary in the spring for the next voting cycle. Cody thinks
that door to door education might be needed. The street fund only makes money through levies and there should be no
reason for it not to pass.

Rudy Goossen MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Josh Gamez seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. The
meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm.

Mayor Blanche Rhea

Attest:
Jamie Erickson, Clerk-Treasurer
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