Town of Farmington
Public Hearing — 2025 Preliminary Budget Hearing
Regular Town Council Meeting
October 20" 2025 - 6:00 PM

Open Public Hearing — 2025 Preliminary Budget Hearing Meeting:
Farmington’s October 20%, 2025, Preliminary Budget Hearing Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM.

Roll Call:
Mayor Blanche Rhea, Councilmembers: Lavon Walser, Rudy Goossen, and Josh Gamez.

Visitors:
Cody Lord, Neil Okeefe, and Brian Westgate.

Comments for Preliminary Budget Hearing Meeting:

Mayor Rhea asked council if they had any questions or concerns about the preliminary budget. Councilmember Rudy stated that it
was hard to review. Councilmember Josh agreed and stated that it would be nice to have another financial training to help with
understanding the budget. Jamie will reach out to Council to schedule a training with Cody before the next meeting. Evenings would
be better for everyone for the training. Rudy also showed interest in wanting to attend the training. Mayor Rhea questioned
whether the church lease still needed to be on the budget. Cody stated that it could be cut. Cody also stated that the safety grant
portion of the budget could be cut down to $1,000. BIAS software is raising their rates by 18% so that will need to be adjusted into
the budget for next year. Cody stated at the training with council all these changes can be written into the budget. Mayor Rhea
wondered if it was possible to reach out to insurance agencies early to get pricing ahead of time so we can adjust the budget
accordingly for the year. Cody stated that it is usually not possible. Revenue service will have a 1% levy lift this year. Josh asked if the
limit has been raised to be allowed to lift to 1%-3% yes and Cody stated no that they have not passed that yet, it is just being talked
about. Josh Gamez MOVED to approve the preliminary budget. Lavon Walser seconded the motion, and the motion was passed
unanimously. The preliminary budget hearing meeting was adjourned at 6:10pm.

Open Regular Town Council Meeting:
Farmington’s October 20", 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting was called to order at 6:10pm

Roll Call:
Mayor Blanche Rhea, Councilmembers: Lavon Walser, Rudy Goossen, and Josh Gamez.

Visitors:
Cody Lord, Neil Okeefe, and Brian Westgate.

Citizen Comments:

Neil with Kilohana is purchasing the last lot of the 4lots behind Josh Gamez’s property. Closing on the purchase one week from the
council meeting date. Came to the meeting tonight to get approval from council for his plans for the lot. Neil passed out house and
lot plans to all of council. His plan is to put a new manufactured home on the property for the corner of Main and B Street. The
house comes from Woodburn/Fleetwood, and you can go online to their website to see more detailed plans of the manufactured
homes layout. Neil wants to put the laundry room on the right side close to the garage which will be accessed from B Street. Josh
was wondering what the dormer is on the plans. Neil explained its use and said that it will be 18ft long instead of 8ft long to make it
look nicer. The home will be board and batt with lap siding for the home. The plans that Neil provided show that the setbacks on the
property for the home meet town regulations. The garage is planned to be detached and pole barn style. It is planned to be
20x30(20x20 for the garage and then a 10foot storage area. Neil stated that there will be an elevated deck off the home that is
10x20. The house will be elevated with concrete barriers and will be skirted. The skirting will be framed in with wood to make it look
nice. Water access will come from the alley and sewer access will come from B Street. Avista already has a pole close by that Neil
stated the will access power from. Mayor Rhea asked what Neils plans were for the property once this was completed. Neil stated
that he wants to resell the property once work is completed. Rudy asked if it would be a slab foundation for the home. Neil
explained that the foundation would be runners and blocks in the form of an “H” shape. Neil stated that it will take 10to12 weeks to
get the home once it is ordered. Utilities and the garage will be done once the house is in place. Mayor Rhea asked for the timeline
for the project to start. Neils stated that the house won’t arrive until mid-January. Once project is started Neil will need to do
another water tap from C Street. Josh asked if his property would lose water again when Neil did the other water tap. Neil assured
Josh that he would not lose water again as any work connected to Josh’s property is complete. Neil asked for council approval so he




could get started on the dirt work needed to be done on the property. Neil has already paid the water/sewer hookup fees for the
original water tap done. Mayor Rhea asked council if they had any further questions. Josh Gamez MOVED to approve Neil’s building
plans. Lavon Walser seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously.

Approval of the Consent Agenda:

e Check Register from August 19" through September 15%, 2025, $12,357.64 including claims of $5,789.89 and payroll
$6,567.75.

e Check Register from September 16" through October 19%, 2025, $15,119.05 including claims of $7,271.38 and payroll
$7,847.67.

e Minutes from August 18, 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting.

e Minutes from September 15%, 2025, Regular Town Council Meeting.

e August 2025 Treasurer’s Report.

e September 2025 Treasurer's Report.

Rudy asked for an update to the August minutes. In the section about Doyles possible rezoning project the talk about a well on the
property was recorded incorrectly. Rudy asked if it could be updated from Ed saying that there is a well on his property to Rudy saying
that there is a well on Lopez property. This change will be updated to the August meeting minutes.

Lavon Walser MOVED to approve August 18", 2025, Regular Town Council meeting consent agenda. Josh Gamez seconded the
motion, and the motion was carried unanimously.

Josh Gamez MOVED to approve September 15, 2025, Regular Town Council meeting consent agenda. Lavon Walser seconded the
motion, and the motion was carried unanimously.

Old Business:
No old business to report.

New Business:

Mayor Rhea stated that the street signs installation has a preliminary bid of $2,500 dollars. Someone with the county came and
looked at the signs and that is as far as the project has gone so far. Waiting on the county. Mayor Rhea questioned whether an
ordinance would need to be created for the new speed limit signs that we are wanting to get installed as well. Cody said that a new
ordinance is not needed. The speed signs are 15mph signs to put up on side roads as people are driving too fast through town. Rudy
clarified that the county is only assisting with the installation of the no parking signs and not with the new street signs. Rudy
Goossen MOVED to approve the street sign project. Lavon Walser seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously.

Ordinance 265-25 was discussed for Budget Amendment. $15,000 dollars in the Special Reserve section of the budget was for the
town pickup that was purchased and a snowplow to put on the pickup to plow snow in the winter. Mayor Rhea approved of both
purchases and commented on how nice the snowplow will be for the town. $105,000 dollars is for the street overlay project that
happened on Whitman Street. We will be receiving a TIB grant for this. The only requirement is that we piggy backed off Garfield’s
street overlay project, which we did. Rudy commented on how nice the road turned out when they were completed with the overlay
project. Josh Gamez MOVED to approve Ordinance 265-25 for the Budget Amendment. Lavon Walser seconded the motion, and the
motion was passed unanimously.

The library is in the process of getting a grant to install a new heating/air system in the building. This should not affect the historical
standing of the building. The library’s maintenance person is supposed to be coming to a meeting when they are notified if they will
get the grant or not and what the next steps would be for installation of the system. Josh asked if we knew what type of system it
would be that would be installed. Jamie stated that she was not sure.

Resolution 433-25 needs to be approved for the raise of the 1% to the tax levy. Lavon Walser MOVED to approve Resolution 433-25
for the tax levy. Josh Gamez seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously.

Maintenance Comments:

e lLavon notified council that the pickup for town has been purchased, and the snowplow has been picked out and half paid
for. Once the brackets arrive the rest of the plow will be paid for and picked up. The plow is an extending plow that can go
from 8feet to 11feet.

e The leak at Lynch’s property has been repaired. The turn off valve had a crack in it.

e The stop sign at the baseball field blew over in the last windstorm. Lavon stated that it has been put back up and fixed.

Council Comments:



Josh updated council on the planning and zoning update project. Josh put the current planning and zoning regulations into
Chat GP and was happy with the suggestions it gave him for updating the regulations. Mayor Rhea asked if he is close to
completing the project? Josh stated that he needs to work on getting it out of Chat GP, was going to try using Co Pilot. Josh
stated though that it gave good updating suggestions that follow current Washington laws. Once completed Josh will send
off to the town attorney and then bring it to council for approval on final draft.

Clerk/Treasurer Comments:

Jamie stated that we need to get Cody removed from the bank account and destroy Cody’s town credit card. Cody has
already surrendered his credit card back to the town. Once Cody is removed then Jamie can be added and a credit card
issued to Jamie with a $4,000 dollar charge limit. Lavon Walser MOVED to approve the changes toward the town bank
account. Josh Gamez seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously.

Mayor’s Comments:

Mayor Rhea reminded everyone that the levy election is coming up and that it hopefully passes. Cody stated that the town
has one more chance to pass the levy next year if this one does not pass. There are a lot of other towns that are in the same
situation as Farmington with levies not passing. It is the town’s responsibility to make sure that the levy does or does not
pass but it would be nice if the county would participate more in that step to avoid problems like this in the future. Lavon
stated that there really is no reason for it not to pass as the community has already paid for the levy and there is no
guarantee that they will get it reimbursed if it ends up not passing.

The Doyles never reached out to the town attorney about having their property rezoned so Mayor Rhea believes that they
are no longer perusing this.

Rudy asked if Lynch was still planning on building his shop. Jamie stated that she sent Lynch resources for him to research
about building on his property and then never heard anything else so not sure what his plans are going to be in the future
for building his shop. Lynch has filled out a building permit but has not paid for it.

The camper trailer that was parked at the property on the edge of town has been removed but there is still trash
surrounding the property.

Mayor Rhea and Jamie have made a change to the policy for deposits made to the town. Instead of making deposits every
24hours it will now be that deposits will be made twice a week (Tuesday and Friday when doable). This change is being
made so that we do not have to drive to Garfield every day to make deposits. Council agreed with this policy change.
Mayor Rhea gave an update for the PUG grant to make sure that we are in compliance with our critical are ordinance. Up to
$20,000 dollar grant to help with this. We have filled out the paperwork to get this started. The purpose is to access town
growth ratio to agricultural strain. We must complete this by 2027 to be in compliance and be able to receive grants in the
future. Mayor Rhea asked for council approval to move forward with this process. Josh Gamez MOVED to have town hall
move forward with this process. Lavon Walser seconded the motion, and the motion was passed unanimously.

Lavon Walser MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Rudy Goossen seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. The
meeting was adjourned at 7:12 pm.

Mayor Blanche Rhea

Attest:

Jamie Erickson, Clerk-Treasurer
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